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century. And all that time what a life she has led. I have never been with her
without feeling that she was in every sense my Grandmamma and made me love her
as such. And yet the minute we began to talk about political things, she made me
feel we were equals and could speak as Sovereigns. Nobody had such powers as she/'
I spoke of the good his coming to England would do. He said repeatedly: " My
proper place now is here ; I could not be away." At 6 o'clock we were told that the
end was certainly approaching. . . . The family wished to see her alone one by one. . . .
Then came the great change of look and complete calmness. I had been mainly in
the Dressing-Room. At 6,25 Powell summoned me to come in. I said the Com-
mendatory Prayer and one or two texts, and ended with the Aaronic blessing at the
very moment that she quietly drew her last breath, the whole family being present
in the room. This was just after 6.30. . . .

We left the family alone for a few minutes. Then the King came out alone. I
was in the passage and was the first to greet him as Sovereign. I then went to the
Equerries' Room where Clarendon (Lord Chamberlain), Arthur Balfour, Sir Arthur
Bigge and (I think) Edwardes were present and told them that the end had come.1

1 Bell, Life of Davidson (1935), i. p. 352-54.  The extract is printed here by kind permission of
the Oxford University Press.